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T-BIRD  TALK 

STEAM CLASSROOM INITIATIVE 

For a number of years, we offered our 
Mahwah High School students a varie-
ty of STEM/STEAM courses.  STEM ed-
ucation integrates concepts that are 
usually taught as separate subjects in 
different classes and emphasizes the 
application of knowledge to real life 
situations.  A lesson or unit in a STEM 
class is typically based around finding 
a solution to a real world problem and 

tends to emphasize project-based learning.  A variation of STEM is STEAM, which includes the “A” for 
art and design. Artistic design is becoming an important part of STEM education since creativity is an 
essential part of innovation. 
 

One of our goals for the 2016-2017 school year was to form a representative committee of high school 
staff to study, analyze, and provide a recommendation for a potential addition on our high school cam-
pus to house STEAM classrooms.  Members of our STEAM committee include Dr. Lauren Schoen 
(Superintendent of Schools), Kyle Bleeker (Business Administrator), Dennis Fare (Assistant Superin-
tendent), Christine Zimmermann (Director of Curriculum and Instruction), John Pascale (MHS Princi-
pal), Miriam Lezanski (Supervisor of World Language and Visual Arts), Danielle Poleway (Supervisor of 
Math), Taryn Pizza (art teacher), Rich Heissler (practical arts teacher), Gwenael Calvez (science teach-
er), Kim Loesche (math teacher), and Carlos Rosa (Director of Technology.) 
 

We formed our committee in September and held our first meeting in early October.  At our first meet-
ing, we discussed general ideas of what a potential STEAM classroom construction could look like, re-
viewed illustrations and pictures of other STEAM classrooms/facilities, and studied our current STEAM 
courses.  For our second committee meeting on November 2, we invited.  Joshua Koen, the New Jersey 
Department of Education Chief Innovation Officer.  Mr. Koen spoke with us about our current STEAM 
offerings, our future plans and best practices in this area to help us refine our ideas.    
 

On November 14th, our STEAM committee visited three different school districts that currently house a 
STEAM facility as part of one of their schools or within a separate building.  The visits included the 
Mount Olive School District, the Morristown School District and The Dwight Englewood STEM Center.  
We look forward to sharing what we have learned from the three facilities we visited and how that in-
formation will help shape a potential design and focus of our initiative. 
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DISTRICT TECHNOLOGY INITIATIVE 

“If we teach today’s students as we taught yesterday’s, we rob them of tomorrow,” famed progressive 
educator John Dewey said more than a century ago.  

More recently, U.S. Secretary of Education Arne 
Duncan, in the Department of Education’s 2016 Na-
tional Education Technology Plan, cited the transfor-
mational potential of educational technology to 
“change the experiences of students…by helping ed-
ucators to personalize the learning experience 
based on students’ needs and interests – meeting 
our students where they are and challenging them 
to reach even higher.” 
 

The Mahwah Township Public Schools have long 
embraced technology integration in our PreK-12 
district curricula and instructional practices. Class-
room desktop computers, computer labs, laptop carts, tablets, interactive whiteboards, and document 
cameras are commonplace in district schools, and students and teachers routinely use technology to 
enhance teaching and learning in all subject areas. 
 

Mahwah students’ technology access has been greatly expanded with the district’s laptop initiative at 
Ramapo Ridge Middle School and Mahwah High School.  
 

The initiative began during the 2015-2016 school year with a laptop pilot program for 15 Ramapo 
Ridge teachers, a student/teacher laptop pilot for the Mahwah High School STEM Design and Research 
class, and the establishment of a “Bring Your Own Device” (BYOD) environment for all district staff. 
 

For the 2016-2017 school year, the district acquired 861 new HP Probook 870 G7 laptop computers – 
636 for Ramapo Ridge students and 225 for Mahwah High School students. This allowed for greater 
student access to technology, with one laptop cart shared between every two teachers. Students were 
given district e-mail addresses and Microsoft Office 365 accounts, and high school students were given 
access to the BYOD environment. We are very grateful to the Mahwah Schools Foundation for their 
generous donation of $25,000 towards this initiative. 
 

Additionally, all Ramapo Ridge teachers were supplied with a new laptop computer for their profes-
sional use, as were all Mahwah High School English teachers, science teachers, and selected others. 
Teachers were provided with professional development in the use of Windows 10 and Microsoft Office 
365 educational applications, as well as how to foster engaging classroom digital learning environ-
ments. Teachers are leveraging technology to maximize student learning while focusing on collabora-
tion, communication, critical thinking, and creativity – skills that the Framework for 21st Century 
Learning identified as integral to developing students that can “succeed in life, work, and citizenship.” 
 

The goal is to move from simply enhancing student learning with technology to transforming it by al-
lowing students to collaborate and create in ways previously impossible without technology.  
 

Building on this initial success, the district plans to extend the technology initiative by providing pro-
fessional development to all high school teachers and procuring additional teacher and student lap-
tops for the 2017-2018 school year.  

T-Bird Talk From Our Schools . . . T-Bird Talk From Our  Schools 
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BETSY ROSS SCHOOL 

Shared Inquiry in Action at Betsy Ross 

Developing students’ abilities to think critically 
about their reading and reflect on literature is a 
goal set by the Betsy Ross teachers this year.  
Through the use of Shared Inquiry, a method of 
reading and discussion techniques developed by 
Great Books Foundation, our students learn to: 
 

 Read with greater comprehension 
 Think critically about fundamental 

ideas 
 Share thoughts and opinions  
 Find meaning in literature 

 
Each day in our classrooms, you will find teach-
ers facilitating discussions with students through 
the use of interpretive questions.  These types of 
questions have more than one answer and propel 
students into thinking deeply about literature.  
During discussions, students are asked to back 
up their thoughts with evidence from text and 
life.  Students are also encouraged to question 
each other.  These techniques help students step 
out of a passive learner role.  When students 
learn to question, we have taught them to be ac-
tive learners, learners that will not search for one 
right answer, but analyze and examine different 
points of view to see the greater picture.  
 

Building Community in Betsy Ross 

At 8:42 each morning, students gather in the All-
Purpose room ready to start their day.  Students 
hear a chime, and they know the whole school 
morning welcome has begun.  Each day Dr. Bo-

vino, our principal, greets the students of Betsy 
Ross, welcomes them to that day, and guides them 
through the morning activity.  Every day of the 
week, there is a different event centered on build-
ing community, acceptance, and respect.  Each Mon-
day students learn about the week ahead and the 
activities they will participate in during the week.  
We also celebrate student successes and accom-
plishments. Teachers will print out certificates for 
students who have reached 100% fact fluency or 
have overcome a class challenge.  On Tuesday, we 
discuss our school theme, “Believe.”  Students share 
stories about times in their lives when they be-
lieved in themselves and were able to overcome an 
obstacle.  Our students and staff members also 
share photos on the big screen of them next to the 
word "Believe" somewhere out in the world.  We 
also read books that center on character develop-
ment, conflict mediation, and of course our school 
theme.  Wednesday we celebrate our birthdays for 

the week, and on Thursday, Mr. Baker sings songs 
with us, centered on our American heritage…quite 
fitting for our Betsy Ross School.  On Fridays, stu-
dents “get up and move” with Mr. Schmitt for Fit-
ness Friday.   On this day you will see not only the 
students dancing, doing yoga, and stretching, you 
will see the principal, teachers, and support staff 
members following along as well.   
 

T-Bird Talk From Our Schools . . . T-Bird Talk From Our  Schools 
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Each morning plays an important role in teaching 
students how to work together and helps build 
our school community.  When students feel safe in 
school, when they know they are supported, when 
they feel pride, they are ready to learn and ready 
to face challenges that may arise.  In school, we 
strive to not only meet our students' academic 
needs, but help them grow both socially and emo-
tionally as well.  We look to support the whole 
child, and we believe, at Betsy Ross, we are doing 
just that. 

 
GEORGE WASHINGTON SCHOOL 

 
On October 26, 2016, George Washington School 

was honored to host Law Enforcement and Mili-
tary Appreciation Day. The event provided stu-

dents with a once in a lifetime opportunity to ex-
plore military and law enforcement vehicles, par-

ticipate in fun and exciting hands-on workshops 
facilitated by military and law enforcement per-
sonnel, and witness a helicopter landing and take-

off at their school.  Learning topics included: evi-
dence collection, hidden camera technology, ro-

bots, and cyber safety. Students  also had opportu-
nities to explore and learn about law enforcement 

vehicles and aircrafts.  This team event included 
members of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

New Jersey Army National Guard, United States 
Marine Corp, Mahwah Police Department, Bergen 
County Prosecutor’s Office, Bergen County Sher-

iff’s Department, and New Jersey State Police.  The 
George Washington School community was ex-

tremely excited to host this event, learn from 
some of our community’s heroes, and show appre-

ciation for our police, military, and law enforce-

ment agencies. GW gives a special thank you to 

Thomas Hauck, Supervisory Special Agent FBI, for 
coordinating and facilitating this special event.  

GW Third Grade Students Are Erupting 

 with Excitement!  

As part of their unit on Rocks and Minerals, George 

Washington School’s third grade students learned 
about volcanoes. Students created clay models of 

composite, shield, and cinder cone volcanoes. Each 

investigative team made predictions about the 
flow of lava from each type of volcano. After creat-

ing the models, students simulated a volcanic erup-
tion by observing the chemical reaction between 

vinegar and baking soda.  Students then compared 
and contrasted the eruptions from the three types 

of volcanoes. At the conclusion of their experi-
ments, students created flip books sharing all of 

their newly learned knowledge.  

LENAPE MEADOWS SCHOOL 

This year, Mrs. Daly, Lenape Meadows’ librarian, 
worked with third graders to create a wonderful 

T-Bird Talk From Our Schools . . . T-Bird Talk From Our  Schools 
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 School Organization, Lenape Meadows School now 

has state-of-the-art, multimedia, presentation 

equipment in the cafeteria.  As you may know, Le-
nape Meadows School uses the cafeteria for many 

purposes other than lunch and recess, including 
second and third grade students’ arrival, HSO meet-

ings, parent workshops/presentations, student fes-
tivities (e.g., third grade celebration), and even as 

an alternate gym site, when necessary.  Lenape 
Meadows staff members are looking forward to us-
ing the equipment to enhance the many activities 

that take place there in ways that will promote 
greater student interest, excitement, and engage-

ment. We are certain this new addition to our beau-
tiful school’s “Resources Toolkit” will help us con-

tinue to offer our students new, rich, and powerful 
learning experiences.   

Stop, Drop, and Roll! 

Lenape Meadows students have been busy learn-
ing, growing, and participating in many wonderful 
educational extracurricular experiences. In Octo-

T-Bird Talk From Our Schools . . . T-Bird Talk From Our  Schools 

outdoor reading experience known as a Story-
Walk.  Mrs. Daly laminated and mounted individ-
ual pages of The Peace Book, by Todd Parr, and 
then, with the help of our third graders, placed 
the pages around the perimeter of one of our 

playgrounds. The pages were numbered and 
spaced far apart to help the students follow the 
story in sequence, all while exercising!  

A StoryWalk, created by Anne Ferguson in Monte-
pelier, Vermont, is a fun, educational way for stu-
dents to read a book while enjoying the beautiful 
outdoors.  A StoryWalk is meant to combine the 
joy of reading with the joy of outdoor activity - 
joys that were quite evident on the faces of our 
first graders who were the first to come across 
this delightful surprise when they went out for 
recess this past week. 

We are looking forward to creating other Story-
Walks around the school in the months ahead in 
order to continue to inspire our children to enjoy 
reading outdoors. 

 

Thanks to the generosity of the Mahwah Board of 

Education and the Lenape Meadows’ Home 
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them a qualified candidate to be a Student Council 
Representative at Joyce Kilmer and an advocate for 
all our students. Students were asked to include 
their essay on a poster with drawings, images, and 
pictures depicting what courage means to them, 
without attaching a name to their entries.   

The Student Council recently had their first meet-
ing where they were officially welcomed by taking 
an oath and discussed upcoming projects.  Mem-
bers created posters to promote the JK carnival and 
volunteered their time on the day of the carnival 
working at different stations. This year, the JK Stu-
dent Council will collaborate with the HSO on 
school and community events.  They will also assist 
with and promote the Thanksgiving food drive, 
book swap, spirit days, game time committee 
(structured recess), character education, Nutrition 
Advisory Council, and various other school and 
community events.  
 

JK has COURAGE 

Each year, Joyce Kilmer picks a school-wide theme.  
This year the theme is “Courage.”  Courage can 
mean a number of things, especially at the interme-
diate level.  It is important that the students under-
stand the power they have in controlling their own 
destiny.  This power is grounded in their ability to 
have the COURAGE to make the right social deci-
sions as well as persevere through the academic 
hurdles that they will be confronted with along the 
way.   

The staff has been working with the students in 

creating goals for the year and have been teaching 
the students what it means to be COURAGEOUS in 

the pursuit to achieve these goals.  We feel it is an 
important learning opportunity for the students 

T-Bird Talk From Our Schools . . . T-Bird Talk From Our  Schools 

ber, the Mahwah Fire Department visited our 
school to teach our students about fire safety.  
The children enjoyed listening to Mr. Murphy’s 
enthusiastic read aloud of Stop, Drop and Roll, by 
Margery Cuyler. Afterwards, the children went 
outside to meet with other firefighters who 
helped them climb onto fire trucks so they could 
sit down and experience first-hand what it is like 
to ride in a fire truck. And, the children also got to 
use a fire hose!  Later in the month, the Mahwah 
Police Department visited our school to talk to 
the children about trick-or-treating safety. The 
police officers generously provided each of the 
students goodie bags that included glow sticks 
they could use to stay safe at night. This assem-
bly, along with the beautiful weather and cheer-
ing crowd of parents and visitors, helped set the 
perfect stage for our Halloween parade! 

JOYCE KILMER SCHOOL 

JK Student Council Courageously Takes Flight 

For the first time in over 6 years, a student coun-
cil has been created at Joyce Kilmer School.  It 
consists of 20 members, all coming from 5th grade 
homerooms, under the guidance of Mr. Alfano, 
School Social Worker, and Mrs. Scudieri, PE/
Health Teacher.  The mission of the JK Student 
Council is to build responsible leaders within our 
school community who promote the values that 
represent good character in all students.  

The members went through a blind election pro-
cess where they had to write an essay describing 
an experience from their life in which they had to 
display courage, as well as explain what makes 
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provide a learning environment where they facili-
tate student engagement and empowerment, stu-
dent-centered learning opportunities, and foster 
greater student accountability and responsibility.  
When properly utilized, these tools will help pre-
pare students for their future by improving their 
technological skills and increasing collaboration. 

Beginning on the first day they were available, 
teachers have been using the laptops to deliver in-
struction in new and exciting ways.  Students have 
been collaborating with each other on research 
tasks as well as communicating with the teacher 
and submitting assignments online.  Teachers have 
been able to use the laptops to gather instant feed-
back on formative assessments that help guide and 
adjust their instruction.  We thank the Mahwah 
Schools Foundation for partnering with us on this 
initiative. 
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that they can take with them long after they leave 

the halls of Joyce Kilmer School.   

RAMAPO RIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

The Mahwah Municipal Alliance sponsored best-
selling author and presenter Rachel Simmons vis-
it to Ramapo Ridge Middle school to discuss the 
pressures of friendships and difficult social situa-
tions.  Ms. Simmons talked about her personal 
experiences with bullying to connect with stu-

dents and taught proven strategies to respond to 
psychological aggression.  The program fostered 
awareness, empowerment, ownership, and self-
esteem in the students.  Ms. Simmons revealed 
that the stereotypical bully is not always the one 
who causes harm, rather it can be a very close 
friend who hurt us psychologically. Students 
were also confronted with the denial of behaviors 
and were challenged to take responsibility for 
their actions.   

The program demonstrated to our students our 
commitment to addressing psychological aggres-
sion and inspired the students to find their voice 
in seeking assistance from the school community.  
All students possess the potential to effect posi-
tive change in their lives. 

Laptops have arrived at the Ridge! 

In mid-October, Ramapo Ridge acquired more 
than 600 laptops for teachers to use with stu-
dents on a daily basis.  The arrival of laptops in 
the classrooms allows teachers to continue to 
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MAHWAH HIGH SCHOOL 

Mr. John P. Pascale, Principal of  Mahwah High School, announced that the following students have been 
named Commended Students in the 2017 National Merit Scholarship Program (Front row) Harveen 
Kaur, Elise D. Kronbichler, Emma C. Maley, and Kristen C. Lee. (Back Row) Benjamin G. Gerson, William 
Tso, Jack M. Darrow, Christian D. Wettre. 

Approximately, 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being recognized for their ex-
ceptional academic promise.  Although they will not continue in the 2017 competition for National Mer-
it Scholarship awards, Commended Students placed among the top five percent of more than 1.6 million 
students who entered the 2017 competition by taking the 2015 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Schol-
arship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®.) 

“Recognition of high-achieving students is essential to advancing education excellence in our nation,” 
commented a spokesperson for NMSC.  “As demonstrated by their outstanding performance in our high-
ly competitive program, the young men and women named Commended Students represent some of the 
most academically talented students in our country.  We sincerely hope this recognition will enhance 
their educational opportunities and encourage them in their pursuit of academic success." 
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MAHWAH HIGH SCHOOL 

Mr. John Pascale, Principal of the Mahwah High School, an-
nounced that senior Elise Kronbichler earned the highest 

possible ACT composite score of 36.  On average, less than one-tenth of 1 percent of students who take 
the ACT earn a top score.  In the U.S. high school graduating class of 2016, only 2,235 out of nearly 2.1 
million graduates who took the ACT earned a composite score of 36. 

 

The ACT consists of tests in English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science, each scored on a scale of 1-36.  
A student’s composite score is the average of the four test scores.  Some students also take the optional 

ACT writing test, but the score for that 
test is reported separately and is not in-
cluded within the ACT composite score. 

 

In a letter to the students recognizing this 
exceptional achievement, ACT Chief Exec-
utive Officer Marten Roorda stated, “Your 
achievement on the ACT is significant and 
rare.  While test scores are just one of 
multiple criteria that most colleges con-
sider when making admission decisions, 
your exceptional ACT composite score 
should prove helpful as you pursue your 
education and career goals.” 

 

ACT test scores are accepted by all major 
U.S. colleges.  Exceptional scores of 36 
provide colleges with evidence of student 
readiness for the academic rigors that lie 
ahead. 

 

Congratulations Vocalists Selected for 

Bergen County Chorus!! 

 

Seven music students were accepted to Bergen County 
Chorus.  

 Freshmen: Olivia Leto, Aaron Lockwood,  and  

   Matthew Slockbower 

 Sophomores: Joseph Bucci & Jin Lee Vales  

 Juniors: Daniel Dontoh & Carolyn Mavretish 

Mr. Dominick Gliatta, Director of Guidance, Elise 
Kronbichler, & Mrs. Stacy Mandel, Guidance Counselor 


